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One of the things that makes a cooperative different from other types of 
businesses is the connection between our employees and the communities 
we serve. That shared connection creates a strong sense of responsibility to 
be good stewards of the cooperative in our work and the decisions we make.

That responsibility begins with keeping our employees safe and ensuring our 
members can depend on us when they need us most. At GLE, safety is more 
than a priority. It is a commitment that influences how we work, train, invest, 

and serve our members each day. That same commitment extends to delivering the reliable 
service our members depend on.

Providing reliable service requires ongoing investment, but it also requires responsible 
stewardship of member resources. That’s why we continuously evaluate expenses, improve 
efficiencies, and make strategic investments that strengthen the cooperative not only for today, 
but for the years ahead while keeping costs in mind.

As part of our ongoing commitment to maintaining a safe, reliable, and financially strong 
cooperative, our board of directors will soon consider a modest adjustment to the monthly 
service charge. This charge helps cover many of the fixed costs required to operate and maintain 
our electric system, regardless of how much electricity is used. Importantly, the proposal would 
not affect the per-kilowatt-hour energy charge paid by residential and seasonal members.

Thank you for your trust and continued support. We are proud to serve you and remain 
committed to delivering the safe, reliable, and innovative services you expect from 
your cooperative.

Future-focused stewardship
A message from Shaun Lamp, President & CEO

The people behind your power: Meet Josh Robinson  
Josh Robinson is an electrical engineer at GLE who joined the cooperative full-time in 
May of 2025, but his GLE journey actually began two years earlier as an engineering/
mapping Intern while he was still attending college. 

A Boyne City native, Josh earned his associate degree through the Early College 
program before graduating from Hope College with a degree in electrical engineering. 
While at Hope, he was a Dean’s List student and member of the football team, helping 
set multiple school records and earn a MIAA Championship appearance along with a 
trip to the NCAA Division III national quarterfinals. 

Josh enjoys seeing the direct impact of his work on the electrical system that serves 
GLE members and local communities. From improving the electrical grid to helping 
strengthen the system that serves our members, he finds satisfaction in contributing to 
projects that benefit the communities we serve every day. 
 
When he’s not at work, you’ll find him hunting, fishing, mountain biking, kayaking, 
woodworking, or spending time with family and friends outdoors. A fourth-generation 
Charlevoix County resident, Josh is proud of his family’s long history of community 
service in Northern Michigan.

Thank you, Josh, for helping power the communities you call home!
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Celebrating National 
Co-op Month in October!
 
We’re excited to celebrate National Co-op Month and recognize 
the members who help make our cooperative strong. To show 
our appreciation, we’ve planned several fun opportunities for you 
to engage, win prizes, and celebrate the cooperative difference 
throughout October. 
 

Member contest & giveaways 
Keep an eye on your email throughout October for 
opportunities to participate in special contests and 
giveaways. Some promotions may have specific 
eligibility requirements, so be sure to watch for details. 
 
Office giveaways & prize drawings 
Stop by a GLE office during October to pick up a 
complimentary member appreciation gift while supplies 
last and enter for a chance to win an energy efficiency 
gift basket. 

 
Follow us on Facebook 
Be sure to follow GLE on Facebook for weekly 
contests, giveaways, and National Co-op Month 
activities throughout October. There will be plenty of 
opportunities to participate, have fun, and win! 

 
Thank you for being a valued member. We look forward to 
celebrating with you all month long!

Classroom Grant applications 
open until Nov. 6
Do you know of an innovative school program in your area that 
could benefit from additional funding? Encourage your local school 
officials to apply for a GLE Classroom Grant. Applications for the 
2026–27 school year are now being accepted and must be received 
by 5 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 6.

Grants of up to $2,000 each 
are available for K-12 school 
programs that serve GLE 
members. Up to $30,000 in 
grants will be distributed for 
the 2026-27 school year.

GLE has awarded more than 
$332,700 in classroom grants 
to 222 projects since the 
program began in 2012. 

For more information, including recent recipeients visit 
gtlakes.com/youth-programs/.

Where to find 
our board 
election 
results
The 2026 Great Lakes Energy Board of 
Directors election concluded on Aug. 20, 
with results expected to be finalized at 
the board’s annual member meeting on 
Aug. 26. 
 
In District 3 (Antrim County), incumbent 
Ric Evans ran unopposed for reelection. 
 
In District 4 (Crawford, Montmorency, 
Oscoda, and Otsego counties), incumbent 
Mary O’Connell faced challengers Ed Hunt 
and Constance (Connie) Keene-Meyer. 
 
In District 5 (Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, 
Manistee, Missaukee, and Wexford 
counties), incumbent Dale Farrier faced 
challenger Gary White. 
 
Official results were not available before 
the Powertalk printing deadline. Results 
will be reported in the October issue of 
Country Lines and at gtlakes.com/blog.


